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IMPACT STORY

Through Rose-Tinted Glasses

By Anastasia Iglikova
That's when | found God at the age of 24...

| did not grow up in a Christian home. | came from a broken
atheist family that instilled purely worldly values in me from
childhood.

By my second year of vet school, academic success was

failing to fill the void within me. | did not recognize that | was

completely spiritually dead. As | wrestled with questions -

about purpose and what else might be out there, | found ) — Y
Veterinary Medicine wasn't enough

myself inexplicably drawn to downloading a Bible app. to fill the void in Anastasia

The app dropped me into the book of John. Truthfully, | was
confused. Yet reading Scripture was the only thing that
eased my dread. For the first time, | learned who Jesus was
without someone else's interpretation. | remember thinking,
“How can anyone dislike Him?”

| then picked a random church near me and attended a
service one Sunday. Little did | know, that would be the day | : e
surrendered my life to Christ. Suddenly the dread was gone, Anastasia sharing her new

. . . . found passion for Christian
and life felt like looking through rose-tinted glasses. Veterinary Fellowship
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Enjoying fellowship with her Serving on her first CVM short-term mission trip
new CVF friends

Of course, | still had no idea what | was doing. | had no Christian family, friends, or mentors to
guide me. But my school did have a Christian Veterinary Fellowship and | happened to be signed up
for a lunch talk because the atheist version of me would still do anything for Chick-fil-Al

At that lunch meeting, | learned from Dr. Kara Song about weekly Bible studies, Real Life Real
Impact (RLRI), and mission trips. | knew then | had to try everything!

Soon CVF Bible study became my weekly refuge. At RLRI | came to understand the importance
of fellowship, especially in places like the Northeast where being a Christian can feel isolating. |
also learned there how to share my testimony to bring the good news to others about Christ.

Now | write this after returning from my first two-week CVM mission trip. Going into the trip, | did
not feel ready to share the Gospel. | felt surrounded by people who had known the Lord their
whole lives, while | had recently stumbled into faith. Yet on this trip | shared my testimony and
heard countless others share theirs. | realized | was not alone.
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Anastasia found confidence in her testimony through a CVM trip!
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