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Where He leads, | will follow

By Katrina Terpstra, RVT

This summer, | had the privilege to join a CVM trip to
Honduras. The trip took place from July 27th to August
9th. Our team of 12, led by Dr. Dan Lohnes, consisted of 3
veterinarians, 7 veterinary students, myself an RVT, and
a non-veterinary volunteer. Over the two-week time
span, we provided veterinary services to 9 rural
communities in the state of Olancho. Our clinics were
set up in the streets, parks, homes and in barns, and
averaged between 15 and 20 surgeries per day, as well
as deworming. We treated dogs, cats, horses and cattle.
In total we took on 137 surgeries and dewormed 437
animals, plus vaccinated over 200 cattle. While some
were assisting with surgery, others spent time with the
community children. We played soccer, used sidewalk
chalk, did beads and just spent time with them.
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While on the ground, we stayed at Honduras Outreach Inc.
They provided lodging, meals, transportation and an
interpreter during the duration of the trip. HOI has several
outreach projects in the community, and we were
privileged to get a peek at most of them at some point ”
during our stay. These included the medical clinic, the | made a fast friend
dairy facility, the egg barn along with the Ist 1000 Days of

Life project (providing proper nutrition to families and

children), the plantain fields and the Hope School.

Our days followed a set routine: Breakfast at 6:15, leave for the village by 8. Set up and work until
2-3 PM depending on the number of surgeries, then back to the ranch. We had a few hours to
restock supply bags, relax or play games, supper at 6, then group devotions, then free time which
often was spent playing card games.

The second week our group size dropped to 8 so the responsibilities got shuffled and stretched
between the ones of us who remained, but we still accomplished what we needed too.
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God worked in so many amazing ways. He gave us safety and health (for the most part) while
we traveled and worked. | saw his love through interacting with the local adults and children,
the smiles on their faces for the simplest things like a Bible or Bible story book, and the
parents’ eagerness to have a Bible. Our evening devotions were a huge highlight.

We took turns leading, and despite all of us being from different denominations and having
different views on things, we often had lengthly discussions on various passages and
discussed what God was all teaching and showing us. Who would have guessed that you
could spend 45 minutes discussing John 11:35 - Jesus wept - and the various aspects of it! |
thoroughly enjoyed my time serving in Honduras and would go again in a heartbeat. Where he
leads, | will follow!
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